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a little extra effort. The loss in members 
has slowed over the past few years and we 
are not that far from holding our own or 
maybe even being on the plus side before 
long. I have high hopes for Masonry and 
Shriners. Since we have becoming more 
visible and we are being asked about how 
to become one of us.

2016 and the several years leading up 
to it has been a trip that I will be eternally 
grateful for. The people we have met and 
the friendships we have made during these 
years would not have been possible any 
other way.

Thank You Abu Bekr Nobles and 
Ladies for letting us go for this ride!

Noel

Potentate Elect
I would like to start off the New Year 

with a heartfelt thank you to Illustrious 
Sir Noel Plummer on his successful year 
as our leader and for forging a path into 
uncharted territory with the restructuring 
of the Shrine Center. I thank his lady Jean 
for all of her kindness and hugs. I appreciate 
all of the words of wisdom from all of the 
PP and hopefully will remember some of it. 
With losing Linda to cancer last March, I 
struggled whether to continue this journey 
or just back away. With the encouragement 
of my daughter, as well others, I am here 
today serving my brothers the best way 
I know how. I pray I can live up to your 
expectations. 

I am looking forward to a good year 
with the help of each of you. I would like to 

challenge each noble to invite a good man 
to come to one of the Rush Meetings that 
membership will be having throughout the 
year. If you get them here to see what the 
Shrine is all about, membership will do the 
rest. All you have to do is invite them. 

The new website will be coming soon 
and there will be forms that each unit 
will need to fill out so the unit pages can 
be built. These forms will be available at 
the unit seminar meeting January 14 @ 
3:00pm. This will be a TOP PRIORITY to 
get this back into the office so your unit can 
be represented on the site. 

There will be some changes this year 
as we try to keep up with the times and 
attract the next generation of nobles, who 
will become the new leaders. Send in your 
ideas to attract these young men and their 
families. We know we have to make it 
desirable for the wives and children also. 
This will take an effort on EVERY noble’s 
part, so get involved and have fun. 

The Potentates Ball will be February 
4th at the Stoney Creek Inn. It will be a 
Mardi Gras theme, so it should be a fun 
time for all. We hope to see you there. 

There is still room for 8 more to join 
us June 7-18 on a guided tour of Ireland. 
The cost is around $3400 per person and 
it includes your flight, hotels, breakfast and 
five dinners, entrance fees to all scheduled 
attractions and the transportation with 
guide. Fliers are in the office. 

We will have two ceremonials this 
year, March 25 and November 4. We will 
expand on what we did for fall ceremonial 
and try to include more unit participation. 
I heard feedback from many who thought it 
was a great time. 

I would like to announce that 
Illustrious Sir Joe Petersen PP has been 
elected to the MSA line and will be Director 
General in 2021 when it will be in Sioux 
City again. Roger Merrill will be Deputy 
Director General. Congratulations and 
thank you for your dedication and service 
to the shrine. 

God Bless
Kelly Conolly

Merry Christmas 
Remember that a gift should be 

treasured; not only the ones that are 
wrapped but ones that are bestowed upon 
you.

Years ago, there was a very wealthy 
man who, with his devoted young son, 
shared a passion for art collecting. 
Together, they traveled around the world, 
adding only the finest art treasures to their 
collection. Priceless works by Picasso, Van 
Gogh, Monet and many others adorned the 
walls of the family estate. 

The widowed elder man looked on 
with satisfaction as his only child became an 
experienced art collector. The son’s trained 
eye and sharp business mind caused his 
father to beam with pride as they dealt with 
art collectors around the world. 

One year, as winter approached, war 

Potentate's 
Message

By the time you read this the 
Christmas holidays will have come and 
gone, the grandchildren will be counting 
the days until next Christmas, the rest of 
us will be trying to recuperate and pay the 
bills from this one. I hope you all had a 
very Merry Christmas and Santa brought 
you everything you asked for. Lady Jean 
and I attended all the Christmas parties 
we could and want to thank everyone for 
the warm receptions. I do apologize for 
those we couldn’t attend due to previous 
commitments. Now, it is time to look 
forward to a new year and enjoying all we 
are blessed with.

The New Year for Abu Bekr promises 
to be a great one. You have a dedicated 
group of Nobles on your Divan who are 
well prepared and excited about leading us 
forward. They are laying the ground work 
for some changes and new approaches 
that will hopefully spark more interest 
in becoming a Shriner. The Divan and 
membership team are working hard on 
both new members and the retention of 
existing members. They have some really 
good ideas that they will put into action as 
2017 progresses but they can’t do it alone, 
they need all of our help and enthusiasm to 
make it work.

We at Abu Bekr are blessed with a very 
stable Temple, both financially and in our 
membership. Yes we are losing numbers, 
but it is not a problem we can’t cure with 

Sheldon Menin
General Manager
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engulfed the nation, and the young man 
left to serve his country. After only a few 
short weeks, his father received a telegram. 
His beloved son was missing in action. The 
art collector anxiously awaited more news, 
fearing he would never see his son again. 
Within days, his fears were confirmed. The 
young man had died while rushing a fellow 
soldier to a medic. 

Distraught and lonely, the old man 
faced the upcoming Christmas holidays 
with anguish and sadness. The joy of the 
season that he and his son had looked 
forward to would visit his house no longer. 

On Christmas morning, a knock on the 
door awakened the depressed old man. As 
he walked to the door, the masterpieces of 
art on the walls only reminded him that his 
son was not coming home. As he opened 
the door, he was greeted by a soldier with a 
large package in his hands. 

He introduced himself to the old man 
by saying, “I was a friend of your son. I 
was the one he was rescuing when he died. 
May I come in for a few moments? I have 
something to show you.” 

As the two began to talk, the soldier 
told of how the man’s son had told everyone 
of his, not to mention his father’s, love of 
fine art. “I am no artist,” said the soldier, 
“but I want to give you this.” 

As the old man unwrapped the 
package, the paper gave way to reveal 

a portrait of the man’s son. Though the 
world would never consider it the work of 
a genius, the painting featured the young 
man’s face in striking detail. 

Overcome with emotion, the man 
thanked the soldier, promising to hang the 
picture above the fireplace. A few hours 
later, after the soldier had departed, the old 
man set about his task. True to his word, the 
painting went above the fireplace, pushing 
aside thousands of dollars worth of art. His 
task completed, the old man sat in his chair 
and spent Christmas gazing at the gift he 
had been given. 

During the days and weeks that 
followed, the man realized that, even 
though is son was no longer with him, the 
boy would live on because of those he had 
touched. He would soon learn that his son 
had rescued dozens of wounded soldiers 
before a bullet stifled his caring heart. 

As the stories of his son’s gallantry 
continued to reach him, fatherly pride and 
satisfaction began to ease his grief. The 
painting of his son soon became his most 
prized possession, far eclipsing any interest 
in the pieces for which museums around 
the world clamored. He told his neighbors 
it was the greatest gift he had ever received. 

The following spring, the old man 
became ill and passed away. The art world 
was in anticipation that the collector’s 
passing and his only son dead, those 

paintings would be sold at auction. 
According to the will of the old man, all art 
works would be auctioned on Christmas 
Day, the day he had received the greatest 
gift.

The day soon arrived and art collectors 
from around the world gathered to bid 
on some of the world’s most spectacular 
paintings. Dreams would be fulfilled this 
day; greatness would be achieved as many 
would claim, “I have the greatest collection.” 

The auction began with a painting that 
was not on any museum’s list. It was the 
painting of the man’s son. The auctioneer 
asked for an opening bid, but the room was 
silent. “Who will open the bidding with 
$100?” he asked. Minutes passed, and no 
one spoke. From the back of the room came 
a voice, “Who cares about that painting? It’s 
just a picture of his son.” “Let’s forget about 
it and move on to the good stuff,” more 
voices echoed in agreement. 

“No, we have to sell this one first,” continued on next page

replied the auctioneer. “Now, who will take 
the son?” Finally, a neighbor of the old man 
spoke. “Will you take ten dollars for the 
painting? That’s all I have. I knew the boy; 
so I would like to have it. 

“I have ten dollars. Will anyone go 
higher?” asked the auctioneer. After more 
silence, the auctioneer said, “Going once, 
going twice, gone.” The gavel fell. 

Cheers filled the room and someone 
exclaimed, “Now we can get on with it 
and we can bid on the real treasures!” The 
auctioneer looked at the audience and 
announced that the auction was over. 

Stunned disbelief quieted the room. 
Someone spoke up and asked, “What do 
you mean, it’s over? We didn’t come here 
for a picture of some old guy’s son. What 
about all these paintings? There are millions 
of dollars worth of art here! I demand that 
you explain what is going on!” 

The auctioneer replied, “It’s very 

BEVERLY
FOAM INSULATION

and COATINGS
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Asphalt Roofs · Flat Roofs
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712-490-6161 · Sioux City, Iowa

White Horse 
Mounted Patrol

Clubroom rental available for 
parties, receptions, reunions, etc.

Located in a country setting at 1689 Old Highway 141

Manager - Jim Lane 712-574-0748
Asst. Manager - Rich Porter 712-253-8869

Parade Booking - Leon Bruns (NE) 402-922-0114
Barn - 712-943-4682 www.abubekr.com/whmp
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simple. According to the will of the father, 
whoever takes the son...gets it all.”

--- Author Unknown 
Puts things into perspective, doesn’t 

it? Just as those art collectors discovered 
on Christmas Day, the message is still the 
same: the love of a father, whose greatest 
joy came from his son who went away and 
gave his life rescuing others; and because 
of that father’s love, whoever takes the Son 
gets it all. 

In life, many things will catch your eye, 
but only a few will catch your heart. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year!

Neil L. Peck, Chaplain

White Horse 
Patrol

Greetings from the White Horse 
Mounted Patrol

So it seems like we went from summer 
to winter in about 2 days, but hey this is 
Iowa. It's really cold out now, but in a couple 
weeks or less it could be unseasonable 
warm. That’s just weather in Iowa. It didn’t 
take to long for the horses to get their 
winter coats so they are ready for winter, 
bring it on they seem to say.

We would like to thank everyone who 
attended our fall Pitchfork Fondue, it was 
a great success. For those who were there 
to see the place we hope you liked what we 
had done with the place, it has been a lot 

of work and it could not have happened 
without all the work this unit as a whole 
did. Those of us who are younger did the 
heavy work while the others helped with 
the light work. Without them we would 
have had to stop and get things moved 
and cleaned up before we could continue 
on. This unit always seems to find the way 
to get it done and again they did that and 
more. Thank you to each and every one 
for all their hard work. There is still a lot of 
work to do and the plans are being made to 
continue on with the improvements so the 
work will continue.

So, I have to tell a little story that 
believe it or not is very true and only 
involves myself, the barn gal and oh ya 14 
of those beautiful white horses. You see one 
day I’m sitting at my desk at work and my 
cell phone starts ringing and it a number I 
didn't know - so I just hit ignore. A couple 
minutes later it rings again but this time it 
was Peggy who never calls my cell phone 
when I’m at work. I answered it and said 
“why are you calling me on my cell phone?" 
Her response was, the Sheriff ’s Department 
called me because yours went to voice mail 
and the horses are out at the barn. So I left 
work and called the barn. She had them 
spotted in a field down County Home 
Road. So I went to the barn grab some 
halters and lead ropes and headed to the 
runaways' hideout, where I found our barn 
gal and the 14 runaways. So with pockets 
full of treats, halters and lead ropes out into 
the field we went. One came right up, got a 
treat, halter and lead rope then another and 

then a 3rd and I’m thinking well this is easy. 
Never, and I mean never, even think that 
when you are dealing with horses because 
that’s when every thing goes south. You see, 
we had permission to take them back thru 
a guys field which would keep us off Old 
Hwy 141. So with the three on lead ropes 
we started heading down the gravel road. 
At first the other horses started to follow 
but then they turned and headed toward 
141 and then decided to go back into the 
field they were in. Then they didn’t want 
to leave and 5 or 6 decided they wanted to 
explore farther out in to the field. I jumped 
in to my pickuup and headed out into the 
field to chase them down. Man can they 
run fast! Just why is there not warning signs 
out there in the fields about those darn 
terraces. Good thing I drive a Chevy or I 
may have had to get more then horses out 
of this field. So anyway I got them back up 
with the rest, tied the first 3 to the back of 
my pickup, opened the tailgate and poured 
treats all over the tail gate and started down 
the road towards Old 141. Finally they 
were all following till they found another 
field they wanted to try out. But the barn 
gal drove out and got them all back to the 
road. We continued on till they spotted 
some other horses and decided I wasn’t 
going fast enough and ran by me. Oh and 
the horses tied to the back of my truck, well 
they thought they could pass me also. So 
there I am cruising down the road with a 
horse on each side at a full gallop and one 
right behind till he decided he wanted to 
stop so then there were just 2 tied to the 
back of my truck. Well, we made it to 141 
and started the scariest part of our journey. 
With flashers on, window down and my hat 
in hand to flag any oncoming traffic down 
we headed south towards the barn with the 

barn gal following behind. Well with a lot 
prayers and 2 on coming vehicles paying 
attention who pulled over and sat there and 
watched the parade go by, we made it back 
to the barn along with this extra car who 
followed us in. Now my thoughts went to 
how upset is this person and what did the 
horses get into. Well this lady walks up and 
begins telling me what beautiful horses we 
have and how wonderful it is that they are 
so well taken care of and just how often do 
we take them out for walks? Yep believe it 
or not. I did explain that they had gotten 
out and we where just getting them home. 
So I do have to admit those beautiful 
white horses sure did seem very beautiful 
for a little while. I did just wonder, does a 
group of go-carts ever run away or does the 
Foot Patrol ever have runaway shoes? Well 
at least the horses all got home safe and 
sound and I only suffered a few more gray 
hairs. I did learn that you may not be able 
to lead a horse to water to get a drink but 
you can lead them home.  So if you see me 
at Bomgaars and the cart is full of bags of 
horse treats I’m just getting ready for our 
next walk, and by the looks of 141 I better 
remember the garbage bags to clean up 
after them.

Till next time and happy trails
Rich Porter,  Scribe

Iowa Shrine 
Bowl Check 

Presentation
On 11-21-2016, a check was presented 

to The Twin Cities Shrine Hospital for 
$18,000 from the 2016 Iowa Shrine Bowl. 
Board member, Michael Pickett, made 
the presentation to Jennifer Sutch from 

2nd Annual Magnolia Lodge 

Wild Game Feed
Wednesday, February 22nd   6:00-8:00

Abu Bekr Shrine Temple
Tickets available from lodge members

Snow Date March 1st

continued from previous page
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the Twin Cities Hospital. There were 
also checks presented to the Cincinnati, 
Chicago and St. Louis hospitals for $9,000 
each. Checks in the amount of $11,250 were 
also presented to the Transportation Funds 
of Abu Bekr, El Kahir, Kaaba and Za Ga Zig 
Temples. In total $90,000 was distributed 
from the 2016 Iowa Shrine Bowl.

The Cheerleaders and players worked 
very hard this year securing advertisement 
to help offset the cost of this event. They 
had a record year! The participants are not 
chosen just for their athletic ability, but also 
for their personal traits. When you talk 
with them it is not hard to understand why 
they were chosen. It doesn’t become more 
clear then at Mini Camp, when the players 
and cheerleaders have a practice session 
with patients from the Shrine Hospitals. 
To watch the interaction is priceless. Thank 
you to the 2016 participants.

In 2017, Abu Bekr Temple is the host 
temple and therefore will be responsible 
for hospitality and other duties. We will 
be the first temple in the parade. Abu Bekr 
Temple also has the privileged to choose 
the King for the 2017 Shrine Bowl. If you 
haven’t been to a Shrine Bowl game this 
would be a great year to go. The date for 
2017 is Saturday July 22.

Nobles, remember this is your event 
that helps the Transportation Funds 
and the Hospitals. Your participation is 
crucial to the success and future of the 
game. Continue to support through the 
purchase of your tickets and attendance 
at the game. If you are not able to attend 
pass your tickets on to your school’s 
players, cheerleaders or coaches. There are 
also some patient’s families who would be 
elated at the opportunity to attend. Let’s 
make 2017 a fantastic year.
Michael Pickett, Shrine Bowl 

Board Member

Chef Unit
Hope everyone is staying warm and 

had a great Holiday. 
Chef Unit Officers for 2017 are 
John Nordstrom Executive Chef.
Dwight Dirks Sous Chef / Treasurer. 
Eric Greenough Secretary / Scribe.
Wayne Benson Membership. We held 

our Installation On Dec. 6th at the Japanese 
Steak House and had a wonderful meal and 
had a great time.

We catered the Little Yellow Dog 
Breakfast and All Unit Installation Dinner 
in December. Remember to stop up to the 
Masonic / Shrine Center for Wednesday 
Night Burgers. We serve from 5 pm to 7 
pm. Happy New Year.

Eric Greenough, Scribe

Cycle Corps
Well Sheldon did it again, skipped out 

on the meeting left me to try and remember 
what happened in the last few weeks. It's 
a good thing he's a nice guy or he would 
definitely be getting a cut in his salary!

This time of year the Cycle Corps 

spend their time dreaming of spring and 
playing casino games. We dealt cards for 
the RJ Tide Christmas party on the 10th. 
I think they all had a good time. I know 
one guy at my table had been having 
celebrating pretty hard. He may not have 
remembered much the next day though! 
A much deserved night of fun for a hard 
working crew I'm sure. Thanks to Payne, 
Leland, Sheldon, Rita, Roger, and Colin for 
helping out. We have another coming up 
on January 14th. Will have to pull double 
duty that day with Divan Installation, but 
that's the way it goes sometimes. We may 
also have an event on the 21st, but have not 
received a confirmation on that one yet. 
Will let you all know at our next meeting 
on January 4th. 

We decided at our last meeting to 
donate $500 to the Abu Bekr Women's 
Auxiliary to be used to buy gifts for the 
Shrine Kids at the hospital. I know they will 
make good use of the money to put smiles 
on some special kids and their families. 

We had planned on participating in 
the All Unit Installation on the 17th, but we 
will have to wait until next month now. It 
was bit too cold and snowy -- though I was 
smart enough to be out looking for deer 
the next morning anyway. Unfortunately, 
looking is all I was able to accomplish. It 
was still great to be out in the woods. Not 
sure you can get a much more peaceful 
experience than that.

We are always happy to have new and 
old members join us. For the new guys, we 
have Honda motorcycles ready for someone 
to jump on and ride. Where else can you 
ride a motorcycle for $15 a year? For the 
old guys, where have you been? While we 
wait for that spring weather, come join us 
for a meeting or a card dealing. We promise 
to let you pick on Sheldon and Payne just as 
much as the rest of us.

Thanks again to everyone who bought 
a raffle ticket for the Henry Golden Boy 
Masonic Tribute rifle we gave away a the 
Fall Ceremonial. For those that weren't 
able to get a ticket or want to try again, we 
have plans to do another next year. Keep an 
eye out for more details to come.

Sheldon, let's hope you start 2017 on a 
good note and are able to make it the first 
meeting of the year.

Phil Hane, President

Harlan T-Patrol
Hello All and Happy Holidays,
I hope everyone is able to enjoy the 

upcoming months if possible in good 
spirits and especially favorable health. 
The holidays have been perceived in 
many ways. Some are over the top with 
excitement and others are not so over the 
top with excitement.

 I just want to take a couple sentences 
and express how thankful I am and 
what I do have. Let’s start with the most 
important women by my side for 27+ years 
of marriage and if you ask Tamera she 
reminds people we were together for 3.5 

years before getting married. I guess you 
can say Tamera is a very factual person. 
Tamera Ann is a beyond trooper and I 
am so proud of her accomplishments in 
the past and future endeavors. Now God 
blessed us with awesome kids, and to be 
honest I am so excited to see how the kids' 
futures work out. It must have been great 
parental supervision from Tamera when 
Nelson and Alana were young, is what I 
assume. My father, 92 years young, is doing 
as good as expected and is being taken 
care of wonderfully by the staff at a local 
care facility. The back bone of my success 
has to be my in-laws and I do appreciate 
the years of helpful insight and especially 
countless hours they spent helping Tamera 
and myself with projects. I guess what I 
am getting at is, during the holidays take a 

moment to reflect and thank the ones that 
have been there for you in the past and look 
forward to the future. 

I am excited for the next year and want 
to call it now!!!!  Winter is over and spring 
can start once you receive this newsletter. 
In the future I want to become a snow bird 
and will not resist in going South for the 
winter. I know I have quite a few years 
from that point, but need to keep the 
eye on the prize as they say. I am stoked 
for the trip to Puerto Vallarta. Yep Dirty 
Monkeys and Miami Vice by the pool side 
works. Sorry for those of you in Iowa and 
Nebraska freezing but you too can travel, 
so I highly encourage it. BTW, I am sorry 
I left Missouri out and that is obviously 
directed at Eric Nordstrom our former 

Plendl
Plumbing

LLC

Rich Plendl
712-577-4747

RichPlendl@hotmail.com
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continued on next page
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continued from previous page next year in the 2017 spirit of the holidays 
think about Cashews first. The White Horse 
Patrol appreciates it.

People present for the meeting were 
Chris Johannsen, Dave and Jill Clark, Rex 
Whannell, Rick and Carol Doran, Denny 
and Carol Woodin, Rod Nordby, Vince and 
Alana Ploen.

Rick Doran assumed double duty 
again by stepping back in as President and 
Captain. Rex Whannell as Vice President. 
Denny Woodin as Secretary/Treasurer. Jim 
Boysen was not present so he got reelected 
Lieutenant thanks Jim. Chris Johannsen as 
Social/Membership Chairman. And I left 
the meeting early and as you notice I was 
able to, if you want to say it, retain my spot 
as Scribe. All I have to say one thing about 
my spot is, thank goodness for spell check 

President. We appreciate your contribution 
and as everyone knows you are a walking 
book (Rain Man type) on protocol for how 
things work with the temple. That will be 
missed.

Ok, now down to the minutes from 
the November meeting and obvious 
appointment of officers. We had guests 
and thank goodness for that. Rich Porter 
and Ben Nordstrom from the White 
Horse Patrol came to the meeting to sell us 
cashews to support their fund drive. Thank 
goodness for the White Horse Patrol and 
now I have something for my brother in-
law and that tripped his trigger. I think 
we can all agree it gets tough to shop for 
people, especially as we get older. So for 

Please consider becoming a Building Improvement 
Fund sponsor at any of these suggested levels of giving: 

SAPPHIRE DONOR
$10,000.00 to $24,9999.99

RUBY DONOR
$25,000.00 to $99,999.99

GARNET DONOR
$50.00 to $999.00

EMERALD DONOR
$1,000.00 to $9,999.99

DIAMOND DONOR $100,000.00 +
Donations entitle each giver to your name on the appropriate sponsor plaque.

Please make checks payable to:  Siouxland Masonic Center Inc.
If you would like further information, please contact:

Matt Brown, President, Siouxland Masonic Center, 820 Nebraska Street
PO Box 3347, Sioux City, lA 51102-3347

Building 
Improvement Fund

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

Next time you are at the Temple, stop in ballroom and look at the 
plaques with the names of all of our donors.

Thank You to Everyone Who Has Donated

when typing this out on my PC.
Well, now we are set to go into what 

is left of December without a meeting and 
rightfully so, we all have too much going 
on for the holidays. January will start off 
with a bang. I am in the process of seeing 
if we can switch the week of when we meet 
at our always crowded favorite location, 
the Victorian Station. I am just missing 
the times when Phil has the due date to 
submit the articles for the newsletter. Rick 
is the leader of the pack and hopefully we 
can get to the second Thursday of every 
month to meet. BTW JoAnn Christensen 
is still progressing and in good hands at a 
local care facility with rehab to gain more 
strength in hopes of returning home this 
spring. JoAnn is a strong lady and we wish 
her the best in the recovery process.

 In closing, a couple months ago I 
reached out in a newsletter to see if there 
was something creative to spur membership 
for our Patrols? I am always aware of the 
amount of repetitive people that show up at 
the meetings and I am about 50% of what 
I should be for attendance. Still, at the end 
of the day we need to come together to 
see what and if there are ways to keep the 
memberships going. I am optimistic that 
there is a clever way to do this.

Give a good one,
Vinny Ploen, Scribe

Building 
Improvement 

Fund
Thank you so much for the donations 

for the building improvement fund for 
Siouxland Masonic Center.

Kudera Family   $200.00
Memory of Walter Dale Luther $300.00

The Siouxland 
Masonic Center, 

Inc.
By the time, you read this article a 

big change will have taken place at 820 
Nebraska. You won’t be able to see the 
change and probably won’t notice it for 
a while. Effective 1-1-2017 the property 
located at 820 Nebraska has a new owner. 
That new owner is the Siouxland Masonic 
Center, Inc.

For sometime now there has be a 
concerted effort to reorganize the Masonic 
Temple Association so that funding and 
grants could be tapped for improving and 
maintaining the building. In order to do that, 
the status of a 501C-3 had to be achieved. 
The old MTA had too many obstacles to 
obtain that status. In early 2016 the effort 
became more intense, legal representation 

We deliver to all areas of Sioux City and Hotels and Motels. 
We offer an enjoyable family environment for any occasion!
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PIZZA & LOUNGE

2320 Transit Ave
712-276-5902
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PIZZA

1200 West 4th Street
712-252-3864
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B

N
o r t h End Zone

PIZZA & LOUNGE

4100 Floyd Blvd.
712-522-2834

PROUD SPONSOR OF

PROFESSIONAL DESIGN SERVICES

OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE

SUPERIOR QUALITY

COMPETITIVE PRICING

BULK/VOLUME DISCOUNTS

AND

ALL YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS

CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

Toll Free: 800.681.1970 or 712.546.4911

www.sharonsemb.com
700 12th Street SW - Le Mars, Iowa 51031     mark@sharonsemb.com

FULL COLOR BANNERS

VEHICLE DECALS & GRAPHICS

PERSONALIZED NOVELTIES

AND A WHOLE LOT MORE!

CUSTOM DESIGNED APPAREL

VINYL LETTERING & SIGNAGE

HOME DECOR EMBELLISHMENTS

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

Phone: 712-873-5115
Fax: 712-873-5114
Cell: 712-870-1230

201 North 1st Street
Moville, IA 51039

Fox
Jewelry

Mike Fox
3821 Chippewa Ct.

Sioux City
712-251-8053

www.foxjewelry.net
mfox@cableone.net
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continued on page 10

having the honors and very important job 
of operating the spot light. The Committee 
tried a few new things; the item that 
impressed many of us was the candidates 
receiving their fez individually, one at a 
time. This, we think, should be considerably 
more meaningful to them. Also with all the 
Shrine units having a display table there 
for the candidates to see what things are all 
about should have been very helpful.

The Foot Patrol held its Officers 
Installation / Christmas Party December 16 
at Kahill’s, in So. Sioux City. Even though 
the weather was on the cold and nasty 
side we still had a membership count in 
the upper thirties. If Uncle Don and Lady 
Barb Lehmann could make it, where were 
you? The Meals, as usual, were very good 
and tasty. Everyone had great balls of fun 
with the entertainment and dispersal of the 
gifts. Well most of us did anyway. Poor Bob 
didn’t know what to do with his tinker toy 
he picked. Bob, didn’t it have an instruction 
manual with it? Also when you get a set of 
batteries for it be sure they are the “Sears 
Die Hard.” All I can say, “Bob, rather you 
than me.” I think I did hear him mutter 
under his breath, “Time to get even!”

President elect, Dwight Dirks 
presented outgoing President Colin Ross 
with a well deserving presidential plaque 
for his servitude for the year of 2016. 
At the same token outgoing president 
Colin presented Judy Zittlau with a gift of 
appreciation for her managing the ladies 

duties during last years stated meetings. 
President Colin also thanked Past 
Potentate Paul Kelly and Lady Barbara for 
their handling all of the table decorations 
and restaurant reservations. Every lady 
received one of those table centerpieces. 
The ladies, I’m sure, appreciated this well 
taken token of generosity. Once more, 
thank you President Colin.

With that Potentate Noel Plummer 
herded all the present officers into a corner, 

was secured, meetings were held, approvals 
given, people appointed, legal papers filed 
and ownership transferred.

The Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc. 
was formed as the new owners (holding 
company). The Siouxland Masonic Center, 
Inc has a 7-man board consisting of the 
president, who it appointed by either 
York Rite Bodies, Tyrian Lodge or Abu 
Bekr Shrine. President’s position of the 
board rotates yearly between bodies. The 
remaining board consists of two board 
members from the three bodies on a three-
year rotation. The board members are: 
President-Matt Brown, Vice President-
Michael Pickett, Treasurer-Randy Crouch, 
Secretary-Sheldon Menin, Board Member-
Phil Severson, Board Member-Mark 
Wahlberg and Board Member-Jarrod 
Knudson. This is the governing board for 
2017.

The new articles of incorporation 
contain modern day language and policies 
to increase transparency and accountability. 
They also contain provisions for use of 
electronic forms of communication.

The Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc 
is the sole owner and as such acquires the 
responsibilities and liabilities of ownership. 
But most important will be the ability to 
apply for grants and funding once the 
501C-3 status is achieved. It will allow tax 
deductions for anyone who donates to the 
Siouxland Masonic Center, Inc. With the 
building listed on the National Historical 
Registry the opportunities for further 
interaction and exposure to other historical 
associations and not-for-profits will only 
increase the use of the building.

The goal is to increase our ability to 
maintain the building to the condition it 
deserves, open opportunities for grants 
and funding to assist in restoration and 
modernization of the building, to educate 
the public about the building and its 
availability and to make a place that Abu 
Bekr Shriners and Siouxland will be proud 
of.

Michael Pickett, 2nd 
Ceremonial Master

Summer Long 
Poker Run

Fellow Nobles,
The Abu Bekr Cycle Escorts are in the 

planning stages of putting together a great 
summer long event for 2017. This event 
will include all units and clubs of Abu 
Bekr. We would like every unit and club to 
choose two businesses that you would like 
to see part of this summer long event. Can 
be bar, restaurant, golf course or any place 
that doesn’t mind walk-ins. We will visit 
with the businesses so that they understand 
what we will be doing. These businesses 
will be put into a booklet that will be sold 
to participants.

Participants will have all summer 
to visit these businesses and get a stamp 
or initial from the businesses. They can 

visit by car, motorcycle, boat, on foot or 
whatever means they would like. They 
can visit whenever they want in a group 
or alone. Anyone can participate and can 
purchase multiple books if they would like.

In September, we will hold a social at 
the Elbon to draw poker hands and reward 
the first place of $1000, second place $750 
and third place $500 prizes. There will be 
opportunities to be able to draw extra cards 
to improve your chances. Please submit 
your recommended businesses to pickett@
netllc.net or barbc@abubekr.com as soon as 
possible. We must have the books printed. 
If you have any questions, please contact 
Mike Pickett at 712-368-2550. Thank you 
for your participation.

Abu Bekr Cycle Escorts

Foot Patrol
Fellow Patrollers: So here we have it, - 

the birth of a brand new year. Judy told me 
it will be called 2017. – What we learn if we 
just continue reading this article.

As we must add the word “Past” to 
Potentate Noel and Lady Jean’s title, they 
probably feel a sigh of relief as they will be 
able to get a little more breathing room and 
less weight on their shoulders. The Patrol 
thanks you once more for your job well 
done.

With that our Potentate in waiting, 
Kelly Conolly most likely already has his 
new Fez all fitted and shined up, waiting 
for the January 14th Public Installation, 
beginning at 1 PM. The Foot Patrol 
congratulates you as we are looking 
forward of assisting you in any way or 
form, while we wish you the best of luck in 
your endeavors.

Let us take a few steps back to our 
November 25th Ceremonial, besides me 

219 W. 7th St
Sioux City, IA 51103

712.224.2090
Executive Recruiting
877-240-1004

We’ll Help You Find Them.

We Create Solutions.
Talented Employees?Looking For

www.jleusa.com

Colonial Chapel
3220 Stone Park Boulevard

255-0131

Morningside Chapel
6200 Morningside Avenue 

276-1921

For Every Life There is a Story.

Meyer Brothers
funeral homes

Offering a Variety of Pre-Arrange Funeral Plans

The Foot Patrol 
Sends A Cordial 

Thank  
You  
To All The 
Workers, 

Participants & 
Patrons Of 
Our Great 

Chili / Chicken 
Noodle Feed.
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(top left) Foot Patrol 
Installation and Christmas 
Party

(top right) Foot Patrol 
Officers for the New Year

(left) Horst and Bob helping 
in the Foot Patrol booth.

(right) Roger Merrill at the 
Foot Patrol booth for 
ceremonial.

Daughters of the Nile. Ugly sweater contest. Turned out to be festive!

Kelly Houts taking a selfieSawdust and Santa

Queen Sue Berry and 
Sha-Niya at their Shrine 

Christmas Party

Sha-Niya at the Shrine Hospital for a 
check up

Vintage Wheels
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2017 Fall Ceremonial



10  January 2017 Abu Bekr News

Collectibles   Fine Jewelry

Lakeport Commons
4830 Sergeant Road • Next to Best Buy

712-255-7229
www.gundersons.com Past Master 

Morningside Lodge 615

Ph: (712) 276-2831
Cellular: (712) 389-1452

502 Huntington Ct.
Sgt. Bluff, IA 51054

www.Idsocurry.com

On December 14th, the Clowns 
had a little Christmas, pizza party at the 
Temple with the ladies. The Clown Unit 
traditionally does not meet in December 
and Kelly thought that this would be a 
great opportunity for us together socially 
with no business. While we were eating 
Kelly announced that there would be an 
impromptu balloon competition and he 
had a little prize for the winner, which was 
Gene “Sawdust” Cantrell. Also that evening 
we presented David “Rawhide” Burcham 
with the Rookie Clown of the Year plaque 
and Christopher “Clyde” Twiford was 
presented with the Clown of the Year 
plaque.

Our Treasurer would like to remind 
everyone that Unit, ISCA, CSSCA, and 
MSCA dues are now due. Please get them 
to him as soon as possible. You can send 
them in, or better yet personally bring 
them to one of our upcoming Clown Unit 
meetings. Also, friendly reminder to get 
your Masonic Lodge and Shrine dues paid 
as well. It is very important to get these in 
soon as the circus, and parade season is 
right around the corner.

Our monthly meetings take place on 
the second Wednesday of every month 
(except for December, or if there is a 
function that would cause us to move it 
to an alternate date) Please try to attend 
as many of these meeting as possible. This 
is where we will go over upcoming events 
and functions, as well as discuss the official 
business of the unit. It is important that 
we participate at meetings as well as at our 
clowning functions as often as possible in 
order to keep our unit going. It is the input 
and participation of all of us that make us 
successful as a unit, we will not continue 
to be a viable and successful unit without 
you. If you’ve been away for awhile, for one 
reason or another, please come back and 
participate in the fun that is being a clown.

Until next time, keep Smiling!!
Christopher “Clyde” Twiford, 

Scribe

High 12 News
High 12, the masonic fellowship 

lunch meetings which started in Sioux 
City in May 1921, continues to grow in 
membership. Our founder, the late E.C. 
Wolcott determined that Master Masons 
should have a time of fellowship and 
refreshment aside from the lodge room and 

Wayne, it seems like, was a Foot Patroller 
marching with us forever. As we are aware 
even though that he has left our side, we 
know that he is still right here with us, 
smiling upon all of us. Betty, be assured 
that we will miss him tremendously right 
along with you. Several days later Betty’s 
ill daughter, Laurie also passed away. Our 
hearts ache as we can only guarantee you 
that our thoughts and prayers are with you 
and your family. And it does not end there 
as I was just notified that Wayne’s son Doug 
had to place his wife, Karen, under Hospice 
care.

Also let us keep Shirley Huster in our 
prayers as she will have had surgery by the 
time this paper has been printed. We hope 
that things will have gone well for her.

Hopefully George Quint’s fire episode 

swore us in, and told us that we were 
official now. Due to the inclement weather 
Potentate Noel stated that the All Units 
Installation was to be canceled and would 
be rescheduled to January 6. If I heard it 
right, rumors are that our “Past” Potentate 
Noel might be our latest Foot Patrol 
membership signer.

By the way, I was told by Bob Gwin 
that we have a new Foot Patrol member 
sign up on our register. His name is the one 
and only “DeJay Langel”. Let us all be sure 
and welcome him. It will be our pleasure, 
DeJay.

Concerning the passing of Wayne 
Johnson the Foot Patrol sends its sincere 
condolences to Betty and the family. 

will have settled down and things are 
working for the betterment. It looked a 
little bit on the scary side for quite a while.

The Foot Patrol got into the Christmas 
Spirit just a smidgen as we presented a 
$1000.00 check to the Ladies Auxiliary 
designated for the Minneapolis Hospital 
fund; as well, we also presented a $500.00 
check to the transportation fund to be 
earmarked for the children’s Christmas 
Party.

With Christmas having rolled by we 
will surely have noticed a multitude of fewer 
bodies around as the snowbirds will have 
programmed their GPS’s to head towards 
the south and flown their coops. I was told 
at our coffee clatch, that fellow trooper 
Kenny Hinds usually flies his coop, and did, 
considerably earlier. Mercy, where will I get 
my humor info from now on? Well, I did 
have one left from his archives, so here it 
is as he related that when he went to one of 
our Chaplain Neil Peck’s church service and 
it was time for the children’s sermon where 
he always invites them to come forward 
as they congregate around him. One little 
girl was wearing a particularly pretty dress 
and, as she sat down next to him, Pastor 
Neil leaned over and said, “That is a very 
pretty dress, is it your Christmas Dress?” 
The little girl replied, directly into his clip-
on microphone, “Yes, and mom says it’s a 
bitch to iron.”

So with that, - until next month. 
Horst Zittlau, Sec. / Scribe

Clown Unit
Welcome to 2017. It is a new year 

with new hopes, dreams, and ideas. As we 
continue to mosey through these winter 
months, we look forward to the warm 
southern breezes that will usher us into 
spring and another fun parade season.

The Clown Unit officers will be 
installed at the all unit installation of 
officers party, which is January 6th at the 
Temple. Our 2017 officers are: President 
- Kelly “Whoops” Houts, Vice President 
- Steven “Raggs” Thompson, Secretary 
- Jarrod “Klutzy” Knudsen, Treasurer - 
Sheldon “Spanky” Menin, Boss Clown/
Membership Chair/Scribe - Christopher 
“Clyde” Twiford, Sneaker Fund Chairman 
- Kelly “Whoops” Houts, Equipment 
Chairman - Matt “Checkers” Brown, 
and Asst. Boss Clown - David “Rawhide” 
Burcham.

continued from page 7
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Don’s Pro Shop
“Awards For 

All Occasions”

Trophies • Plaques
Engraving • Sublimation

Also Your Bowling Headquarters
The Latest in:

Balls • Bags • Shoes • Etc.

924 Nebraska Street • 255-8565

Davenport
Cleaners

1924 Pierce Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

712-255-5008

ritual. That initiative was the start of what 
is now a worldwide organization of High 
12 clubs. Sioux City is Founder’s Club #1. 
We meet each Wednesday at 11:30am in 
the lower level dining room of the Scottish 
Rite / 801 Douglas St / Sioux City for a 
home cooked meal prepared by Daughters 
of the Nile Hathor Temple members. The 
best $6.00 meal with dessert and drink you 
will find. At 12 noon we start a very short 
business meeting with the latest masonic 
happenings and then have a guest speaker. 
Meetings are always over prior to 1:00pm. 
The High 12 is open to all Master Masons 
and all are invited to join us on Wednesday 
at 11:30am. Please join us for 90 minutes 
of relaxed fellowship, a great meal and 
informative program.

Larry Finley / 2016-17 
President

Vintage Wheels
(photos on page 8)

Thursday, October 20th found 31 
Vintage Wheels members at our October 
meeting at Famous Dave’s in Sioux City. 
After a great meal, our guest Joe Twidwell 
presented a informative program about the 
Warming Shelter in Sioux City.

The shelter for homeless or those in 
need of a warm place to sleep during the 
winter months is located just one-half block 
North of our Masonic Center on Nebraska 
Street. The shelter is open November 1 
through April 30 fulfilling its name and 

mission...that of providing a warm shelter 
in a cold environment. Open now for three 
years, the shelter has a capacity of 116 
individuals...men, women and children. A 
volunteer board of directors raises funds, 
hires security staff (the only paid positions) 
and provides shelter 4pm to 8am seven 
days per week. No meals are provided but 
there is a definite need for snack food, small 
personal hygiene items and individual cup 
foods. The shelter operates on a $24,000.00 
monthly budget which includes utilities, 
maintenance, laundry for bedding and 
security officer salaries. Several Vintage 
Wheels members committed to provide 
sandwiches, snacks, laundry supplies. 
What a great expression of helping the less 
fortunate of our community.

Matt Moore, our newest member, 
was introduced and shared that he and his 
Lady Deisere have a 1947 Ford Truck. We 
welcome this new addition to our unit...
member, lady and vintage vehicle.

Our 2017 officer nominating 
committee presented the names of Randy 
Auen for President, Bruce Kolbe, 1st 
Vice President, Jack Sorenson, 2nd Vice 
President and Robert Knowler, Secretary-
Treasurer. Members will entertain other 
nominations and elect 2017 officers at the 
November meeting.

November meeting was hosted at the 
Don & Mary Kay Schenk residence. This 
scribe was absent due to a magnificent 
trip to Seattle (grand kids requested Papa 

continued on next page

& Grandma Connie’s presence). But, all 
reports point to a very good turnout, 
great food and shared fellowship. Plus, the 
nominated slate of officers for 2017 were 
successfully elected. Our ‘thanks’ to the 
Schenks for hosting. 

For our annual Christmas meeting 
and dinner, we convened at the Robert G 
Knowler estate where Jan King provided 
a great pulled beef sandwich, Terry King 
was Captain of the Food Guard and Bob 
Knowler was the usual cordial host. With 
Jan’s pulled beef sandwiches, the salads, 
sides and desserts provided by other 
attending members, no one went hungry.

Highlight of this meeting had to 
be the “from Hollywood or New York” 
entertainment... depending on which time 

period you may have watched Johnny 
Carson and the Tonight Show.

By special arrangement, the All 
Knowing Carnac the Magnificent and look 
alike Ed McMahon made a appearance on 
‘Funk & Wagnall’s Front Porch’ and divined 
the past, present and future. 

Many ‘thanks’ to Bruce Kolbe and Don 
Schenk for some really great entertainment. 

Several years past, our members 
departed from a gift exchange and decided 
to donate the cash normally spent on a 
gift exchange to purchase gift cards for 
patients and patient families at the Twin 
Cities Hospital. This years contribution of 
$450.00 was matched by our unit treasury 

The Abu Bekr Cycle Corps has Honda 
Rebel 250cc bikes looking for new riders.

Call Phil Hane at 712.898.9705 or come to a 
meeting, 1st Wednesday, 7:30, Elbon for more info.

FREE 
MOTORCYCLES

OK the fine print: 
You don’t actually get to take the bike home. 
You do get to ride with a great group of guys.

We pay for all the gas and upkeep and storage. 
Your fez will not slow you down in a parade.
A valid motorcycle license is required to ride.

Dues are a measly $15 after the first year.

All you have to do to get your 
hands on one is join the unit!!!

and there are no dues for the first year
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TRANSPORTATION FUND DONATIONS
From November 15, 2016   

to December 19, 2016

You may use this form to send your contributions to the Abu Bekr Transportation 
Fund or the Building Improvement Fund. You may write only one check if you would 
like to honor more than one individual. Please may checks payable to Abu Bekr. 

Mail to: Abu Bekr

PO Box 3347

Sioux City, IA 51102

Your name 

Address

City, State, Zip

Enclosed is $                           

        in memory of             in honor of            Building Improvement Fund

name(s)

Send Acknowledgement to:

Name Address

City, State Zip

If you would like to be on an email list to be notified 

of any Black Camels – please Email your request to 

barbc@abubekr.com

with “Notify of Black Camels” in the subject line.

PLAQUES
◊	Neil Peck

CONTRIBUTIONS
◊	Cornhuskers Shrine Club

◊	Foot Patrol

◊	Kossurth Shrine Club

◊	LeRoy A. Olsen

◊	H. Meredith & Anita Wulf

HONORING
◊	 In Honor of Everett J. & 

Phyllis Johnson
Kenneth & Judy Gard

MEMORIALS
◊	Henry & Lois Eckerman

Keith & Curt Whittlesey

◊	Guy Gagley
Ralph & Jane Hitchcock

◊	 James C. Groenewold
Bob & Perriann Boyce

◊	 Jackie Hurd
George & Sydney Jackson

◊	Laurie Johnson
Don & Barb Lehmann

◊	Wayne C. Johnson
Jim Batcheller
Foot Patrol
Guarantee Roofing Siding & 

Insulation Co
Ed & Shirley Huster
Terry & Janice King
Don & Barb Lehmann
Dick Lindblom
Sheldon Menin & Rita Newman
Vintage Wheels
Horst & Judy Zittlau

◊	W. Dale Luther
Al & Bev Fagan
Alan & Tammy Fagan
Kooistra Family
Mavis Luther
Gary & Judy Schindel
Lyle & Myrna Ver Hoef

(normal occurrence) so a total of $900.00 
in gift cards was sent to the hospital for our 
kids.

Next meeting will be January 26, 
2017 at Larry’s Auto in Merrill Iowa. 
More information on this event will be 
forthcoming in early January. Also, at this 
meeting then Past Potentate Noel Plummer 
will install our 2017 officers.

Larry L. Finley, Scribe

Oriental Band
Welcome to January and welcome to 

a new year. Soon it will be spring and the 
winter cold will be behind us so beginning 
this month, we will be having practices 
following every monthly meeting and we 
will schedule additional practices if need be 
in order to be prepared for the upcoming 
parade season and any other performances 
that we may be asked to participate in.

At the fall ceremonial the band had 
a table representing our unit. We had on 
display some of our instruments, pictures, 

and trophies. We handed out pamphlets 
about the band and served up a special 
drink that has been devised especially 
for the Oriental Band. Our table was a 
part of an all unit display in the second 
floor ballroom where several of our units 
had tables showing off what there units 
have to offer to the new candidates and 
there ladies. This was a lot of fun for us 
and we even put together an impromptu 
performance. We also need to mention that 
at the ceremonial fellow bandsman Doug 
Johnson was honored with his sixty year 
pin. Congratulations Doug, that is quite an 
honor.

Back on December 7th, we held our 
annual Christmas party and installation of 
officers at Grahm’s Pub and Grill. Our 2017 
officers are: President - Alan Fagan, Vice 
President - Jeremy Robinson, Secretary/
Treasurer/ Director/ Scribe - Christopher 
Twiford, Membership Chairman/ 
Transportation “Czar” - George Quint, and 
Quarter Master - Buster Towns. This party 
is always a fun evening with good food and 
plenty of fun and fellowship. That evening 

continued from previous page

◊	Harold McDermott
Agnes Yanney
Patti Yanney

◊	Larry L. Olson
Ken & Marvel Byers
Spencer Area Shrine Club
Spencer Area Shrine ATV Corps.

◊	Dorothy Veitch
Mike & Virginia Burnham

◊	Chleo J. Weins
Gail Berger
Donna Gardner
Marilyn McKenzie
William & Barbara McLarty
Agnes Yanney
Patti Yanney

Black Camels
◊	Fred E. “Ed” Fravel

◊	Wayne C. Johnson

◊	Larry L. Olson

◊	Gaylord N. Sliefert

◊	Frederick G. Stolen

T&W TIRE  
& RETREADING
Phone: 712.252.4055
309 Court Street
Sioux City, IA 51104

24 Hour Emergency Road Service

SAHIB UNIT
JEWELRY SALES

*CAR EMBLEMS *FEZ CASES
*LAPEL PINS *TASSEL HOLDERS

AND MORE!
Contact Don Gray

605-356-2243
Shipping Available
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Jeremy Robinson handed out is usual array 
of fun awards that always gets laughs and 
smiles from everyone. Also that evening 
we honored C. Richard “Dick” Miller an 
honorary plaque for his over fifty years of 
dedicated service with the band.

If you or you know of someone who 
would be interested in joining the band 
please let us know, or better yet come to 
one of our regular monthly band meetings 
and we will get you started. We provide 
the instruments and the uniforms. We will 
teach you everything you need to know to 
be able to play in the Oriental Band. Our 
meetings are on the first Wednesday of 
every month at 7pm at the Temple.

Until next time,
Christopher L. Twiford, 

Scribe

Shrine Kids 
Christmas Party

Many thanks to the following for 
helping with the 2016 Shrine Hospital Kid’s 
Christmas Party that was held on Saturday, 
December 3.

Set-up: Buster Towns, Neal McQuistan, 
Dave Nelson, Jean Plummer, and Gary & 
Orline Herbst

MC: Chaplain Neil Peck
Entertainment: Recorder Bill 

“Chopper” Pelchat, Dick Lindblom and 
Clowns: Gene Cantrell, Kelly Houts, Dave 
Bahmer and Dave Burcham.

Cooks: Roger Merrill, Colin Ross, & 
Rick Belding

Serving & Looking Good!: Potentate 
Noel Plummer and Divan

Cleanup: Rita Newman, Peggy Porter 
& Nobles

Unit Donations: Chanters, Clowns, 
Cornhuskers & Foot Patrol

Special Donations:
Popcorn supplied by Jolly Time
Small Toys supplied by DeWolfs Store

A special Thank You to Santa for 
stopping by.

Many Thanks from the Hospital Dads, 
Shrine Hospital Kids and their families.

A great party was enjoyed by all!
Gary Herbst & Buster Towns

Hospital Dads
Adages, quotes, appearances, attitudes, 

impressions, and opinions. Do you suppose 
they all make a difference in our ways of 
thinking in our daily lives? Of course they 
do. In few, to many, they constitute various 
degrees of impressions and are with us 
permanently and some are ships passing 
in the night. Any of this apply to Hospital 
Dads? Any of this apply to all of us? Yes & 
yes. I’d like to lead you to an example of 
that. Please read on.

The Touch of the Master’s Hand
Twas battered and scarred, and the 

auctioneer thought it scarcely worth his 
while to waste much time on the old violin, 
but held it up with a smile; “What am I 
bidden, good folks,” he cried, “Who’ll start 
the bidding for me?” “A dollar, a dollar”; 
then two!” “Only two? Two dollars, and 
who’ll make it three? Three dollars, once; 
three dollars twice; going for three..” But 
no, from the room, far back, a gray-haired 
man came forward and picked up the bow; 
Then, wiping the dust from the old violin, 
and tightening the loose strings, he played 
a melody pure and sweet as caroling angel 
sings. The music ceased, and the auctioneer, 
with a voice that was quiet and low, said; 
“What am I bid for the old violin?” And 
he held it up with the bow. A thousand 
dollars, and who’ll make it two? Two 
thousand! And who’ll make it three? Three 
thousand, once, three thousand, twice, 
and going and gone,” said he. The people 
cheered, but some of them cried, “We do 
not quite understand what changed its 
worth.” Swift came the reply: “The touch of 
a master’s hand.” And many a man with life 

out of tune, and battered and scarred with 
sin, Is auctioned cheap to the thoughtless 
crowd, much like the old violin, A “mess of 
pottage,” a glass of wine; a game - and he 
travels on. “He is going” once, and “going 
twice, He’s going and almost gone.” But the 
Master comes, and the foolish crowd never 
can quite understand the worth of a soul 
and the change that’s wrought by the touch 
of the Master’s hand.

Myra ‘Brooks’ Welch
I have read that passage many times 

and always impresses me. Can or will it 
change our minds, change our daily lives? 
It can if you let it. Life can be a blur by how 
fast it goes by, yet something like this may 
be something we need to look at.

I feel so blessed by all of the fine people 
I’m privileged to know. I would wish the 
dame for you. Families and Friends are 
great gifts, and may we treat them as such.

I Hope all of you have had a joyous 
Holiday Season. Until Next month,

Trig Olund, Scribe

Kan Duettes
Here we go...the last column of 2016. 

Went fast didn’t it?
Christmas has me in my usual tizzy 

but I will pull myself together enough to 
tell you what little Kan Duette news that is 
available to me. 

As you know, the December meeting 
will have convened on Tuesday, December 
20th, due to the Christmas Holiday. I will 
be unable to attend but I will find out and 
let you know in the column that will appear 
in the February 2017 issue of the Abu Bekr 
News. The gap due to our usual custom of 
not meeting in January. There. Got all that? 
I am not sure I do.

At the risk of sounding like a broken 
record (remember those? they are once 
again in vogue, records don’t skip as those 
touchy CDs). Anyway, the slate of officers 
for 2017 is the same as the slate of officers 
for 2016. In case you do not remember, they 
are as follows: President, Sue Altman; Vice 

Attention Ladies!!
Are you age 18 or older?

Are you related to a Master Mason, 
Shriner or Daughter of the Nile?

Are you in Rainbow?
If so, contact Sue Berry, PO Box 17, Sloan, IA 51055 to 

learn more about:

Daughters of the Nile
a fun, dynamic organization that 

helps support Shriners Hospitals!!

continued on next page
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continued from previous page
President, Donna Potorff; Secretary, Sheryl 
Brosamle; Treasurer, Coleen Bonness; and 
Corresponding Secretary, Gloria Zook. 
And then, there is me, of course, telling 
you what I know as Scribe and keeping up 
the history book. Ran into Payne Sargission 
at the prayer service for the honorable 
Maurice Redmond. The Cycle Corps is 
also doing a repeat of their officers. His 
members have kids that need to be run here 
and there. My Kan Duettes have passed 
those responsibilities...grandkids, maybe...
great grandkids, perhaps but unlikely. 
If you wish to accuse me of harping, go 
ahead. Have you noticed the width of my 
shoulders?

Received a call from “Charlie” Miller’s 
daughter to thank me for the memorial 
in his name in the donations to the 
transportation fund. Usually I get a not, but 

when she called we had a chance to visit a 
bit, which was nice.

Well, that’s a wrap for 2016. I wish you 
a Merry Christmas and sincerely hope that 
2017 will a happy, healthy and prosperous 
year for you all.

Your Scribe, Mary Ann 
Davidson

A Holiday 
Message

Dear Fellow Nobles,  
As 2016 comes to a close, we want to 

thank each of you for your commitment 
to your fraternity and philanthropy. It is 
your dedication that makes it possible 
for us to change and improve lives, and 
to make a difference in our communities. 
We also want to acknowledge those who 
will work and volunteer at our hospitals 

throughout the holidays, and those who 
have participated in the many initiatives 
over the past few weeks – from toy drives to 
motorcycle runs – that make the holidays 
happier for our patients and families.  

While our philanthropy and fraternity 
have several thousand employees and 
volunteers, it is the combined individual 
effort and commitment of each one of you 
that has made our health care system and 
our fraternity respected worldwide.  

Because each of you is valued and 
important to us, and to your temple, we 
do have a request. We ask that you login 
to webfez.shrinenet.org and make sure 
your information is current and correct. 
It is critically important that we all be able 
to contact and communicate with one 
another easily and accurately.  

We both attended the service awards 
luncheon for the headquarters’ staff earlier 
this month. It was heartwarming to see so 
many new employees, and see those who 
have been with the organization for some 
time – from five to 35 years – recognized 
for their dedication to our missions. 
Events similar to this one have been held 
throughout our health care system during 
December, and we thank all our employees 
for their commitment and contributions. 
Whatever your current length of service, 
we are proud you have chosen to be part 
of this great effort, and appreciate all that 
you do.  

Together with our ladies, Ethel and 
Lisa, we are glad to have this opportunity 
to both thank you, and wish you holidays 
full of memorable times with family and 
friends, and a New Year of wonder, hope 
and love.  

We look forward to working with you 
to strengthen both Shriners International 
and Shriners Hospitals for Children and to 
continuing to make a difference in the lives 

of children and in our world.  
Yours in the faith, 
Chris L. Smith, Chris L. Smith

Jerry G. Gantt, Chairman, Board 
of Trustees, Shriners Hospitals 

for Children

Abu Bekr 
Women’s 
Auxiliary

Dear Nobles and Ladies,
Hope you had a very Blessed Christmas 

and Hope that you all have a very Healthy 
and Happy New Year.

There are so many to Thank for making 
our Auxiliary Year a success. The Foot 
Patrol has donated a thousand dollar and 
the Cycle Corps has donated five hundred 
dollars to go to the Womens General 
Auxiliary for the Kids.

This is such a wonderful philanthropy. 
Thank You Shriners for starting this 
awesome way to help children.

Our Drivers are so helpful when they 
take our many boxes up to the Hospital for 
us. Thank You.

The officers and ladies who come to 
work are all such great people. Thanks for 
your help.

So many of our women work at home 
to help us out. I know if I name names, I 
will leave someone out, you know who 
you are and how important you are to our 
Auxiliary.

Dorothy Schulz will be our new 
President, and I am looking for to her 
guidance. She is a fine, hard working lady.

I would also like to say Thanks to our 
Potentate Noel Plummer and first Lady 
Jean. You were fun to work with and always 
ready to help.

Love and Prayers
Bev Fagan

 

ABU BEKR NOBLES 
 

Abu Bekr has a great unit, our  
 VINTAGE WHEELS 

 
And we would like to have you as a member. 

 
We have a monthly dinner meeting with spouses,  a 
few tours of the area each summer, and now if you 

have any vehicle that is interesting, you can join us in 
our parades.  You don’t even have to have a vehicle, 
as about half of our members don’t, they just enjoy 

our socials. 
 

We are not very expensive, only $20 per year. 
 

AND, WE HAVE FUN 
 

If you have any interest, contact our 
 president,  

Dean Chase at deanchase@hotmail.com (402) 635-2104 
or secretary  

Bob Knowler at bknowler@cableone.net (251-4220) 

COMPLETE SELECTION OF MAJOR BRANDS

Call 277-2565
Residential & Commercial

All Major Brands of Vinyl Floor Covering
Large Selection of Laminate Flooring

Pre-Finished Wood Floors • Ceramic Tile

MAGIC
CARPET

19th & PIERCE

Corner 19th & Pierce
Sioux City, IA • KARASTAN 

• MOHAWK  
• SHAW 
• KANE 
• TUFTEX

Graphic 
Design

Business Cards, Logos, 
Letterhead, Posters

Phil Hane
712-898-9705

$25 Ticket includes 
hors d’oeuvre, pop, beer, well drinks, wine and 

“Sideline” from Worthington, MN
$15 Ticket for non drinkers

Watch the Abu Bekr Facebook page for ticket sale announcement

ABU BEKR 
NEW YEARS EVE Bash
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Calendar of Events

gray boxes denote Monday

January 2017
1 New Year's Day

2

3

4 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

5

6 All Unit Installation, rescheduled from December 16th

7

8

9

10

11 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

12

13

14 Public Installation of Abu Bekr Officers, 1:00pm
Unit Seminar 3:00pm & Dinner 6:00pm

15

16 Abu Bekr News Deadline

17

18 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

19

20

21

22

23

24

25 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

26  

27

28

29

30

31

February 2017
1 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

2 Groundhog Day

3

4

5

6

7

8 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

9

10

11

12

13

14 Valentine's Day

15 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

16

17

18

19

20 President's Day
Abu Bekr News Deadline

21

22 Burger Night, 5:00 pm Elbon Club

23

24

25

26

27

28
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